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Advertiſement. 


THESE ſhort remarks are not the production 


of a recluſe or ſpeculative writer : the author 
of them has been much in the ſociety of Gentle- 
men of the firſt Landed Intereſt in the County ; 
he has lived for many years on the faireſt terms 
of friendſhip and acquaintance with the Yeo» 
manry and reſpectable Farmers in bis neigh- 
bourbood ; twhilft the duties of his pręfeſim have 
led him in the whole courſe of his miniſery to fa= 
mitiar converſation with the lower orders of the 
people. From this general acquaintance { and he 
thinks with reaſon }, he preſumes to have ſome 
knowledge of their general ſentiments ; ſhould he 
be thought to dwell too much on the ſubjett of 
Tythes, he has but this reaſon to offer for it, 
wiz, that he has obſerved very many complaints 
on this head made and given out, more for the 


fake of a popular pretext for complaining, than 
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from real objections to the eftabliſhment inſelfe x 
inſomuch that what is almoſt, if not altogether 
foreign to them, ſeems now to be a leading cauſe 
in the preſent diſcontents. Should his remarks 
in any degree leſſen the prejudices he conceives to 
be unreaſonable, or check the progreſs of thoſe 
opinions, which he is perſuaded are dangerous 
and ill founded, the defign of his publication is 
Fully anſwered... 


*® An'inflammatory paper lately dropped in a country village 
in this county, confirms the truth of this obſervation. It is 


written in the language and pretends to convey the ſentiments 


of the Labourers, and under this character cries, out No Clergy. 
Now this deſcription of men are no ways affected by the pay- 
ment of Tythes in any mode, but J believe I may ſay would 
feel a very ſenſible loſs in the munificence of the Clergy, were 
the Order or their incomes aboliſhed; for perhaps there is no 
rank of men who contribute more to the e of the poor 
in to their abilities. 


O man who wiſhes well to the welfare 
and proſperity of this country will be 


ſorry to ſee any arguments offered, which may 
tend to quiet the minds of the people, and put 
them upon ſober and ſerious reflection: ſuch 
arguments are particularly needful in theſe 
turbulent times, when ſuch unwearied pains 
are taken to inflame their paſſions, and, to in- 
{till new and corrupt opinions of the moſt dan- 
gerous influence : theſe are now ſpread far and 
wide, have paſſed all bounds, and if not ſeaſon- 
| ably checked, cannot fail to bring ruin and de- 
ſtruction upon that happy Conſtitution which 
we now enjoy by a due execution of its laws. 
Such opinions, to our misfortune, are induſ- 
trioufly circulated by the intrigues of evil mind- 
ed men; but let us beware how we make our- 
{elves the inſtruments of their illegal and am- 


16 

bitious views, leſt we depart from the prin- 
Ciples of common juſtice and policy, ſo plainly 
marked out to us by our forefathers, that, be 
who runs may read. | | 

Wr cannot fail to obſerve how cafily the 
| generality of mankind are miſled, even to act 
againſt their own intereſt, and though they 
have the Capacity, will not be at the trouble 
to feek truth, or r make proper enquiries into 
of this: now aps our eyes, reſpectin g the pro- 
perty of Tythes and the mode of paying thero, 
which i is now become a topic both of public 
and private diſcuſſion. I dare : fay many join 
in the « cry againſt them, with the very beſt in- 
tentions, and, as they i imagine, with juſtice on 
their fide. "The truth is, they are tempted 
with a a view of immediate profit and advantage 
to | themſelves, but never reflect on the conſe - 
quences which are likely to follow, or whether 
the principles they go upon are right or wrong. 
When they a are e told chat their lands 3 in future 


err. 


bait, and very neh to allure; F e a man | 
mult be enducd with a great ſtock of, f, virtys 
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as well as of good ſenſe and judgment to with- 
ſtand it. 

BuT under all theſe difficultics, I Wo not 
diſpair of convincing a numerous, intelligent 
and reſpectable body of men, (I mean the Tro- 
manry and Occupiers of lands in this kingdom) 
that the payment of tythes cannot be ſettled i in 
any mode where their intereſt will be leſs i in- 
jured, or, in fact, any means deviſed by which 
they will receive more benefit than by the pre- 
ſent. Can they be ſo miſtaken themſelves, or 


be ſo deceived by others, as to imagine that if 


the Clergy were to be deprived of their dues, 
the leaſt advantage would accrue to them, or 
any proportion of the emolument fall to their 
ſhare ?---moſt certainly it would not: for the 
landlord would then of courſe ſtep between; F 
would pay no regard to what the Clergyman | 

had received or the Tenant formerly paid, but | 
would immediately examine the real value of 
the tythe, and raiſe it to the full encreaſed rent 
the eſtate would allow of. That this would 
be the event muſt be obvious to common ſenſe, 
ſo that by avoiding one rock they muſt i inevi- 
b ſplit upon another. I will defy the 
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Tenants and Occupiers of lands in this country, 
to lay their hands upon their hearts, and ſay, 
that they are aggrieved, as a Body, or oppreſſed 
by a rigorous exaction of tythes. From their 
nature and extent, the payment of them muſt 
in ſome inſtances fall heavy, in ſome perhaps 
it may even be oppreſſive, but it muſt be con- 
felled that very few complaints upon this head 
are juſtly chargeable upon the Ciergy. Facts 
will ſpeak for themſelves, and relying on theſe 
only, I will venture to affirm, that the com- 
poſitions made and taken. in this County are fo 
far below the real value of the tythes com- 
pounded for, that every enquiry into the ſub- | 
juſt, would very much redound to the credit 
of the Clergy, would ſhew their lenity and for- 
bearance, and infalliby convince the Occupiers 
of lands that it is ir intereſt to content them- 
| ſelves with the preſent mode of payment, 

Wr daily hear and read aſſertions equally 
void of truth, that the contentions and diſputes 
among the Clergy and Farmers are innumera- 
ble; and, with the tears ofa crocodile, they then 
lament the great miſchiefs theſe differences oc- 
caſion to the cauſe of religion and the peace of 


Eo 


ſociety: this I alſo deny from experience. 
It is the temper of mankind to complain with- 
out proper and ſubſtantial reaſons, eſpecially 
where intereſt is at ſtake. This is one general 
reaſon given by the moderate declaimers for 
altering the preſent mode of collecting tythes. 
Now if it is a good one, the ſame reaſon holds 
why the Landlord ſhould lower his rent, for 


Tenants equally complain of him and his ex- 


actions. The truth is, little heart-burnings 


will ariſc between man and man in all money 
tranſactions, and a degree of tenaciouſneſs is ge- 
nerally to be obſerved on both ſides ; but yet I 
will affirm, that is does not commonly fall to 
the ſhare of any individual, to have more re- 
ſpect paid, or more regard willingly ſhewn him 
by his neighbours, than the Clergyman enjoys 


v hen he conducts himſelf conſiſtently amongſt 


them. They then look up to him as their 
true friend, and repoſe a confidence in his 
judgment and good intentions towards them ; 
they aſk and accept his advice; they appeal 
to him in their quarrels and diſputes ; and in 
this character, he compoſes their differences 
and heals their wounds. By theſe means, he 
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has it in his power to add to their peace, and, 
of courſe, their happineſs; and generally ſpeak- 
ing, they have the good ſenſe and gratitude to 
feel and acknowledge it. I verily believe, 
that, fo far from ſettled contentions exiſting 
in general between the parties, upon the moſt | 
minute enquiry,the very contrary would a ppear; 
and that the Clergy in their reſpective pariſhes 
poſeſs the hearts of their neighbours ina greater 
degree, and viith more cordial affe ction, than 
falls to the ſhare of any other rank or order of 
men. | 

I xo beg leave to addreſs myſelf to the 
Gentlemen of the Landed Iuteręſt; to them it is 
a matter of the higheſt importance, and ſurely 
therefore it behoves them to weigh the ſubject 
well in their own minds, and before they adopt 
any plan of innovation, however promiſing, 
ſeriouſly confider whether the remedy might 
not prove worſe than the diſeaſe complained 
of. In the Reform of Tythes (as it is called) 
many conſequences mi ght and probably would 


enſue, of a much more ſerious concern than I 
have hitherto. obſerved; I therefore repeat, 
that Gentlemen of landed property ought care- 
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fully to examine, and with a jealous eye ex- 
plore every circumſtance that can poſſibly ariſe, 
before they lend their hearts or their hands to 
a meaſure which requires the moſt conſum- 
mate judgment and good temper to deliberate 
and decide upon. A meaſure of ſuch magni- 
tude, that much more may depend upon it, 
and, perhaps, much more is involved in the 
- queſtion than they may be aware of. 

Tux x ſhould firſt of all reflect that no pro- 
perty is better ſecured, or more firmly eſtabliſh- 
ed by the laws of this country than that of 
TYTHEs. I will not attempt to defend this 
right upon the authority of divine appoint- 
ment, as it would probably carry little or no 
weight with it; or we might even be told 
ſuch a right was Antichriſtian, and ought on 
that account to be aboliſhed : but I will ap- 
peal at once to the laws of my country, by 
which it cannot be denied that the tenth, as 
it is now and has for centuries been paid, is as 
firmly ſecured to the benefit of the Clergy, and 
is as much their unalienable property, as che 


other parts of eſtates are ſecured to their oπm 
ers, by all. theirTitle-deeds, and other modes of 
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| conveyance whatever. It ſhould be further 


conſidered, that they never purchaſed the por- 
tion belonging to the church in their original 
contract or agreement, nor indeed could they 
poſſibly do it, where the property was ſubject 
to the payment of Tythes. 

Ir would alfo be prudent in Gentlemen of 
the landed intereſt, to enquire by what au- 


thority any propoſed alteration in the payment 


of tythes ſhould be enforced; it will then ap- 
pear to them, that nothing but an Act of the 
Legiſlature ſolemnly paſſed with the conſent 
of King, Lords and Commons can effect it. 
An act, by which they ſhall pleaſe to convey 
che revenues now legally veſted in the church, 

into different hands and for different purpoſes. 
Few, I believe, will publicly avow their inten- 
tion to go theſe lengths; but it is well known 


theſe are the ſecret ſentiments of many, nor 


will it be their own fault if they do not ac- 
compliſh their deſign. I would not preſume 
to diſpute ſuch a power of the Legiſlature, but 
muſt think that ſuch an exertion of it would 
bea moſt danyerous expedient, and what would 
render property of every kind precarious and 
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inſecure, and of courſe leflen its value. But I 
never can believe (except in times of total a- 
narchy and great popular commotions), that the 
juſt rights of any body of men, or even of an 
individual, would be ſo violently ſacrificed. I 
ſhould tremble for the event: for if any per- 
manent and legal property can and may be con- 
veyed from the preſent owner in one inſtance, 
it may be done in all. But for our comfort, 
all property in this country is ſo ſecured that 
no part of what a man juſtly poſſeſſes can be 
taken from him; he is protected in it by the 
laws; whoſe irreſiſtible power nothing can or 
ought to oppoſe : the arm of Juſtice is ſtrong, 
on this we reſt our ſecurity, and without this 
reliance, there would be an end of property and 
our boaſted liberties at once. 

AMoNGsT other complaints againſt them, 
Tythes are called oppreſſive, becauſe they en- 
creaſe with the improvements made in huſ- 
bandry. Now in common equity, and in com- 
mon with other kinds of property, why ſhould 
they not? have not the Proprietors raiſed their 
Eſtates upon the ſame principles, and with like 
reaſon ? has not the value of land from a ge- 
neral ſpirit for agriculture, encreaſed of late 


E I. 
years almoſt beyond belief, and the rent rolls of 


the Laity advanced in the ſame proportion? 
Add to this the encreaſed expence upon com- 


modities in general, and what would have 
been the preſent fate of the Clergy, had their 
revenues been unalterably fixed about forty, 
or, I may even ſay, twenty years ago? Their 
proſpect would literally have been this, they 
would have ſeen the hills ſmile with plentiouſ- 
neſs, and the vallies ſing with joy; their neigh- 
bours' barns well filled with all manner of ſtore; 
but in their own habitation, poverty and-need 


rendered ſtill more intolerabe by. their natural 


eonſequent neglect. No true friend to the inte- 
reſt of religion. or of this country, would wich 


to ſee theClergyin this humiliating fituation. 


WHATEVER may be the follies and indiſ- | 


cretions of Individuals amongſt them, it muſt 
be allowed that the Clergy as a Body of men, 


do greatly contribute to the advancemrat of 
virtue and religion, both by doctrine and ex- 


ample. Once take away the rewards which are 


due, and have chearfully been given to the ad- 
vancement of learning and the cultivation of the 
minds and manners of men; once deprive them of 
thoſe advantages which are fairly expected from 


L AS 2 
all laudable exertions; and you will ſoon: ſee 
the Church fall into decay: you will hear the 
ſervices of it literally read in the vulgar tongue, 
by men of the loweſt orders of the people; and 
perhaps your places of worſhip may be ſeen ap- 
propriated to work-ſhops, for fix days out of 
the ſeven! A fine triumph this to the ene- 
mies of our Church, who ſee its proſperity 
with a jealous eye, and would rejoice in the im- 
pending ruin from the removal of its corner 
ſtone. Men of the ſame liberal education and 
endowments with the Clergy themſelves may 
not ſtand in need of their inſtruction; but with 
the lower ranks of the people, which are far the 
gerateſt number, it is otherwiſe. They muſt 
neceſſarily apply to them for knowledge of their 
duty; and once take away the reſtraints which 
religion lays upon their minds, and the fear of 
God from before their eyes, and you will ſoon 
ſee confuſion and every evil work, © 
Ou Conſtitution being thus founded, an 
the properties of both Laity and Clergy. thus 
ſecured, let us take the greateſt care not to pro- 
ceed one ſtep in any intended reform without 
acquainting ourſelves with the- true principles 
of it; and examining the grounds on which we 
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are going toſtep. As good Architects, we ſhould 
ſearch to the very foundation, and if we diſcover 


any decay or weakneſs init, uſe our honeſt endea- 
© yours to repair and ſtrengthen it, eſpecially as 


our enemies act a contrary part. They are ever 


willing, and ſpare no pains to diſcover the weak 


parts of our Conſtitution; but it is with the 
dark deſign of diſcovering where they ſhall moſt 
effectually aim the blow that (hall bring it to 
the ground, ; fo that one — ſhall not be * 
upon another. 

IN all kingdoms murmurs and kiſconteiits 
will ariſe, and will particularly circulate in this, 
Where every one is allowed to communicate his 
ſentiments with freedom on public concerns. 
This freedom is certainly productive of the 
beſt of conſequences, and no reſtraint ſhould 


be laid upon it, unleſs made uſe of as an engine 
for bad purpoſes or dangerous deſigns, When 
abuſes take place they deſerve correction, and 
When plans of improvement are offered they 
_ ought to be attended to, and better laws and 


regulations (if they appear ſuch) ſhould be ſub- 


Nituted in the room of former ones: but at 


this time, there are many dangerous and novel 
Opinions ſpringing up and ſpreading themſelves 
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reſpecting the Conſtitution of this Kingdom, 
(hitherto the envy of Foreigners and the boaſt 
of its own Countrymen), which demand the 
diligence and activity of all its true friends to 
ſuppreſs in their- birth, or before they, gain 
ſtrength to do further miſchief, There is a 
deſcription of men, I cannot ſay reſpectable, 
though many in number, who are for levelling 
all power and authority, who cry down all laws 
and ſubordination, who claim rights incompa- 
tible with ſociety, under the ſpecious title of 
the Rights of Man; and preſume to aſſert that 
gard to diſtinction whatever. Theſe are high 
ſounding words (for arguments they are not) 
to tingle in the ears of the weak and ignorant, 
to gain over the voice of the multitude on their 
ſide, on which only they depend for the credit 
and reception of their doctrines. For all men 
of ſenſe and reflexionmuſt know that Equality 
amongſt men in a ſocial ſtate is a contradiction 
to plain reaſon and conſtant experience, it does 
not exiſt in the leaſt civilized ſtates and: king - 
doms, or even amongſt ſavages in the moſt 
diſtant regions. 
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Tus Equality was not deſigned, and is not 
to be found in any part of the Creation. In the 
| Heavens above one ſtar differeth from another 
far in glory; look upon the earth and you can- 
not but perceive the different qualities and gra- 
dations which God has beſtowed on all created 
beings, which, though they excell and vary 
from each other in particular properties, yet in 
the whole they compoſe a moſt beautiful and 
regular ſyſtem! Thus we ſee the Lion the 
King of the Foreſt ; the patient Ox deſtined for 
the food and labour of man; the Horſe excel- 
ling in ſtrength and ſwiftneſs; tarne and wild 
animals of every deſcription, all kept within 
their limited ſpheres, by the inſtinct which di- 
rects them! The ſame gradation is to be ob- 
ſerved among the inhabitants of the waters, from 
the Leviathan cr Whale down to thoſe of the 
ſmalleſt ſize and apparent inſignificance. The 
ſame uſeful inequality is obſervable in the ve- 
getable ſyſtem, where the lofty Oak lifts up its 
head on high, ſpreads itſelf far and wide, and 
the humble ſhrub flouriſhes under its ſhade, 
This muſt convince us that every thing in na- 
ture has its part allotted which it is deſtined 
to act. Why then ſhould Man who may ex- 
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cell or be excelled by his fellow creatures, in 
ſymmetry, ſtrength, activity, valour or mental 
abilities, be the only reſtleſs creature, impatient 
of controul and wiſhing to leap over thoſe 
bounds which Providence has preſcribed him? 
But with all our attempts, we cannot poſſibly 
countera& or overthrow the determined Will 
of our Creator; there ever will be the different 
orders and deſcriptions amongſt us of wiſe and 
fooliſh, high and low, rich and poor, it has been 
ſo from the earlieſt ages of the world and muſt 
continue ſo. F 

Ir all were rich or poſſeſſed an equal ſhare 
of wealth; who would ſupply them with the 
common neceſſaries of life, with food and rai- 
ment? The truth is, a ſtate of ſubordination 
is not-only evidently deſigned by our Creator, 
but would ariſe from natural cauſes; many who 
are born-poor might become rich, and thoſe 
who abound in riches might ſquander them a- 
way and thus become neceflitous. F or every 
man's experience tells him that wealth is to be 
conſumed by extravagance, or acquired by care 
and diligence. We muſt further obſerve that 
in all ſocieties, whether great or ſmall, one 
man ſhall excell another and poſleſs a ſuperi- 
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6fity which the other does not, or cannot attairi 
in the purſuits of knowledge or virtue: with 


uch talents he muſt riſe in the world, and 


leave his former equals behind him: ſo that 
in fact, the inclinations of men muſt be the 


fame and their abilities equal, for a ſtate of 
equality to take place in their outwerd condi- 


tions ; when conceited Philoſophy therefore 
would teach us we are all equal, common ſenſe 


fo flatly contradicts it, that we cannot but at- 


tribute ſuch ſpeculations to the pride and ſelf- 
intereſt of crafty and ſeditious men, who would 
fow the ſeeds of diſcord amongſt us, and 
wheri we had done their buſineſs for them, and 
ruined ourſelves by our follies and diſſentions, 
would laugh us to ſcorn for our credulity. 

- Svcn principles; if put into practice, muſt in 
the end overturn all government, and mankind 


like ſavages, would prey upon each other. 


The firſt great object to us is the ſecurity of our 


| perſons, our properties, and lives: theſe bleſ- 


ſings we enjoy in their fulleſt extent, under our 
preſent Conſtitution ; but when once we ſhall 
have levelled all diſtinction, when we ſhall have 
degraded and brought low all men of rank, 
property, wiſdom and experience, we ſhall then 
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let looſe the ſtrong to cruſh the weak, and un- 


der an imaginary ſtate of equality and indepen- 
dence, not dreading any puniſhment for our 


crimes, this Happy Ifland will quickly become 
a ſcene of univerſal Tumult, Horror, and 


Bloodſhed. 

WHEN the lower orders of the people hear 
of a reform, they are unfortunately too well 
pleaſed with the ſound, and without the ca- 
pacity of judging whether it will be to their 
advantage or not, are hurried away to wiſh for 
and promote it ; they immediately feel wants 
which they did not think of before, and are 
tranſported with the idea that they are ſoon 
to be ſupplied, that great and ſmall are to be 
equal, and all enjoy the ſame privileges. This 
notion (and no wonder it ſhould) intoxicates 
their minds and debauches their principles, to 
ſuch a degree, that they overlook the many 
and ſolid advantages they poſſeſs under their 
preſent eſtabliſhment, nor ever conſider that the 


miſchiefs they are thus ready to bring on the 


heads of their ſuperiors, mult at laſt fall with 
greater weight upon their own, -g kingdom 


divided againſt itſelf cannot ſtand; and all the 


members, whatever their ranks and ſituations, 


I £ INES 
3 _— — > „ e 
Wo i a 


. 

muſt fall with it, when once the Laws have 
loſt their force, when Juſtice becomes weak 
-and unſupported, and every man can do with 
impunity what 7s right in his own eyes ; then 
farewell happineſs, peace, and fafety ! farewell | 
that freedom and all the other bleſſings we have 
| hitherto enjoyed beyond any nation u pon earth! 
Nothing remains for us but the cruel mortifi- 
cation of ſeeing that they have been torn from 
us by the envy and ill will of our enemies, by 
the artful and pernicious doctrines they have 
propagated, and by our own blindneſs in fal- 
ling into the ſnare they have ſo privily ſet 
for us. . | 

'Te1s I am' perſuaded of my Countrymen, 
i they could ſearch into the ſecret plots which 
are hatched at home and abroad againſt us, if 
they could be made acquainted with the dark 
confpiracies and treacherous Cabals which are 
weekly and daily held in different parts of this 
kingdom, if they could but fee the men who 
compoſe thefe aſſemblies, and thus diſcover 
the fountain head from which all our diſturb- 
ances flow, their generous ſpirits would fire 
like that of Britons, and riſe by a natural im- 
.pulſe, in the defence of their Conſtitution, to 
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the total overthrow of its pretended Friends, but 
bittereſt Enemies: let it not then be ſaid thatthro” 
our own fault and negligence we have put it 
into their power thus to ſucceed, but explode 
(as the ſenſible of us muſt ſee through it) the 
fallacy of thoſe wild Opinions which have lately 
been ſtarted to diſturb our Peace. I only aſk 
my countrymen in general to make uſe of com- 
mon ſenſe and reaſon, and under their direction 
all will end well: as for the loweſt orders of 
them, they may be aſſured that whenever the 
diſtinctions amongſt the Subjects of this Realm 
ſhall be confounded, their own ruin is at hand: 
let them conſider that as the wants of the high- 

eſt orders of men Han ſo likewiſe muſt the 
diſtreſſes of the loweſt : for from what ſources 
then can be ſupplied the innumerable charities 
founded in this kingdom, forthe fick, the lame, 
and the blind? Who will be enabled to give 
their alms to the aged, the widow, the orphan 
and the helpleſs of every denomination, who 
now partake of ſuch bounty, given with a feel- 
ing heart and liberal hand, at the expence of 
many millions every year. 

Bur I fear that the hopes of Plunder and 

Rapine is one grand motive with many who join 


in the popular cry of eRiformaric, at leaſt i it is. : 
0 with the leaders and promoters of it. Such 
would do well to conſider, that any man who 
by violence may rob another of his poſſeſſions, 
ſubjects his own property to the ſame chance 
of depredation. This conſideration alone, I 
. thould think ſufficient to convince every man, 
who has a ſhilling to loſe, or a bed to reſt up- 
on, of the danger and abſurdity of all Levelling 8 
Principles: but if this will not do, the ſtrongeſt 
of all reaſons ſtill remains to deter them; 1 
mean the Penalties annexed to murder, theft, 
and rapine, by forfeiture of Life in this world, 
and the Kill more tremendous Puniſhments 
_ denounced againſt the commiſſion of them, 
in the world 1 to come. | | 
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